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The Herman R Story
Wernle provides intensive residential treatment in a secure 
setting for severely emotionally disturbed youth who suffer 
primary psychiatric challenges such as mood and anxiety 
disorders, personality disorders, self-destructive behav-
iors, eating disorders, thought/dissociative disorders, and a 
history of  trauma. The average length of stay is typically 
between 6 and 12 months. Many find themselves in a juve-
nile detention facility.

SCHEDULE A WERNLE CAMPUS TOUR
We welcome the opportunity to show you our 90-acre cam-
pus and introduce you to some of our youth and staff. During 
your visit to Wernle, you’ll experience our warm and welcom-
ing atmosphere. You’ll be able to tour a residential hall, the 
Lingle Wellness Center, and the new Hawk Center. One of our 
friendly and knowledgeable development staff will provide 
a presentation of our 140-year history and our plans for the 
future. Please email us at development@wernle.org or call 
765-993-2506. We look forward to seeing you soon.
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Dear Friends and Partners, 
 
Not in our lifetime have we seen such extraordinary measures being taken to fight a pandemic such as 
the Coronavirus (COVID 19), within the United States.  Schools are closed, businesses are drastically 
impacted, and many of us are being asked to remain in our homes.  I join with you in hope and prayer 
that you and your families are safe and well, and that this will be an abbreviated time with limited 
impact.   
 
You have been an important part of our work at Wernle, so I wanted to connect with you and share 
what we are doing in response to the COVID-19.  The safety and health of our staff and residents is of 
the utmost importance.  Wernle is working with local, state, and national health agencies on preven-
tion and management in the event of an outbreak on our campus.  With this in mind, we have canceled 

weekly campus outings, home visits, visitations, and external appointments.  We have implemented a daily employee screening 
program, and we are encouraging all our staff and residents to follow the recommended methods from the Center for Disease 
Control and the Indiana Department of Child Services for reducing the chance of infection. 
 
We recognize that several of you are in tight spots yourselves, due to jobs being suspended or hours being cut back during this 
unprecedented time.  We are asking you to please do what you can to continuecontinue to provide support to our youth & families.  We 
are currently providing care for more than 250 young people and their families.  Their daily needs must be met, medical and 
therapeutic care must continue, and of course the basics of running a residential campus need to be considered.  We are still 
providing a comfortable living environment for the youth through basic utilities and food services, but our reserves are limited 
and without your support what would we do?  I truly believe that with our prayers and with all of us pulling together in these 
difficult times, we will survive this crisis, but we must work together. 
 
While some of our youth may be claiming “cabin fever,” our staff are amazing in keeping them occupied via board games, 
puzzles, outdoor activities, and approved videos, all with appropriate social distancing of course.  Please continue to visit our 
website for further updates, www.wernle.org, and may peace and health be yours during these challenging times.   
 
Finally, I ask that we all continue in prayer that God will see us safely through these stormy times in the life of our nation and 
the world. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Darrell R. Gordon, MSA, JD, CFRM 
President/CEO
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  Aaron heads up our housekeeping department.  He started at Wernle about five  
months ago.  He has a great eye for detail and loves to help our kids get 
what they need from our clothing room.  Aaron receives the many donations 
that come in almost daily to Wernle.  We receive everything from bodywash 
and shampoo to clothes, to games and puzzles.  Each of these items are so 

important to our kids and to our budget.  Every donation that comes in is 
inspected by Aaron.  The clothing is laundered and neatly put into our stock.  

The hygiene products are sorted, shelved, and stand ready for when the kids 
need them.  When new kids come to Wernle they often don’t have a lot of clothing.  

One of their first stops is to our clothing room where they meet Aaron and get to go 
shopping.  Aaron is great with the kids.  He helps them find what they need, they can try 

clothes on if necessary.  Aaron helps each kid to feel special as they shop.  If a child is here 
long enough, they often outgrow their clothes and need to shop in the clothing room.  The donations that come in 
to Wernle are so important.  Last year our churches, friends, and partners donated over $120,000 worth of items for 
our kids.  Thank you!  We can’t survive without your generous support.   

NEW RECREATION/WORK-OUT AREAS
In 2019 Wernle received a grant from the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America Foundation.  
This grant was written specifically so we could 
upgrade, enhance, and add to our recreational 
items and activities here on our campus.  Our 
Recreation Coordinator, Benjamin Hogan as well 
as all of our staff were thrilled.  Recreation is so 
important to our youth.  It helps us keep them 
active, learning, and provides distractions from 
depression and other past traumas.  Our Clinical 
Director Sharon Mibey, and her team, use recre-
ation as a form of therapy as well.  And let’s not 
forget, being outside on a beautiful day playing 
with others is always fun.
 

We immediately began to devise a plan.  This past year we renovated two of our outdoor basketball courts to give 
our kids somewhere else to play and be proud of.  Additionally, we identified the need for a specific area inside that 
would be focused strictly on recreation.  This will be a space for our residents to work out and come together in a fun 
safe environment.  It will include home gyms, exercise bikes, and an area for the kids to watch movies and sporting 
events.  Also, this past year we started “Fun Day.”  This is an event each week where, with good behavior, kids get to 
earn snacks and a chance to play video games and watch movies.  We’ve already begun to see results of improved team 
skills, improved attitudes, and our youth expressing a greater desire to be involved.
 

WHERE OUR KIDS SHOP



WERNLE PARTNERSHIP RECAP
First Bank Richmond is committed to being an integral partner to the commu-
nities in which we serve.  Since 1887, not only have we provided our community 
with sound financial products and services, we have also fostered a philanthropic 
commitment that has made a significant impact through the dedication of our or-
ganization’s resources, talents and time. This commitment is facilitated through 
the following channels:

• Financial support pledged through contributions and event sponsorships. In 2019, we proudly donated more than 
 $400,000 to local not-for-profit organizations.
• Board/employee leadership and participation with local not-for-profit organizations. Last year, 65% of our staff 
 served on a board or a committee and collectively volunteered over 3,000 service hours to local not-for-profit  
 organizations.
• Donations (in-kind) and fundraising efforts to promote local initiatives.  

Over the years, First Bank Richmond has been a proud 
community partner of Wernle Youth & Family Treat-
ment Center. We acknowledge and recognize Wernle’s 
unwavering commitment to providing growth and 
development opportunities for troubled children and 
their families by facilitating nurturing programs and 
healing fractured relationships. Key areas we have 
participated in over the years to promote advocacy and 
awareness for Wernle include but are not limited to:

• We pledged $100,000 over five years for a facilities 
 expansion project.
• We pledged an additional $150,000 over five years 
 through the Community of Hope initiative.
• We are the annual title sponsor of the Wernle Golf 
 Outing as well as their Catalyst for Change  
 signature event. 
• We have collaborated with Wernle CEO/President, 
 Darrell Gordon and his leadership team on  
 strategic planning and events. 

We were honored to be recognized and presented the 
Lifetime Giving and the Catalyst for Change awards for 
our contributions. First Bank Richmond looks forward 
to a continued partnership with Wernle Youth & Family 
Treatment Center to assist in providing essential ser-
vices that promote a stronger, healthier community in 
which we share.

 

You’re Invited to our 2020 Spring Gathering 

Wernle’s Spring 

Gathering 
Join us on Saturday, May 2, 2020 on our Campus 

We will meet in the Hawk Center 

9:00 AM Drop Donations @ Housekeeping 

9:30 AM Join us for a light breakfast 

10:00 AM Our Presentation Begins 

 

Date: TBA

Temporarily Postponed
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Wernle wants to continue to acknowledge our many 2019 Catalyst4Change Sponsors who made our event so successful:
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Sandie Rowe, Chair

Matt Gilmore, Vice Chair

Frank Eck, Jr., Treasurer

Ed Zumstein, Secretary

Ex Officio 
Darrell Gordon, CEO/President

MISSION
Wernle is a family-focused, child-centered 
agency providing opportunities for the growth 
and development of troubled children and 
their families—individually, interpersonally, 
and socially—through caring programs and 
healing relationships which are reflective 
of God’s love revealed through Jesus Christ.

2000 WERNLE ROAD 
P.O. BOX 1386 
RICHMOND, INDIANA 47375-1386

Return Service Requested

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
From its conception, Wernle has been ap-
proaching individuals, foundations and 
corporations in the communities we serve to 
raise money to help make up the difference 
between fees we obtain and our mounting ex-
pense to cover the care for our youth and the 
unique initiatives tailored to those we serve. 
For one hundred and forty years, we have 
relied heavily on government support. Due 
to cuts in state appropriations for troubled 
youth, Wernle recognizes the need to become 
less reliant for long-term sustainability. We 
rely on donors like you to make possible our 
ongoing programs and services that enable us 
to undertake important new initiatives. As you 
can see, the vital services Wernle provides are 
made possible by the thoughtful generosity of 
supporters like you. We sincerely hope you will 
help us with a gift this year.

Thank you.

Willis Bright
Roland Cutter 
Bryan Hawk 
Amy Hoyng 
Chris Hunt 

Victoria Lutz
Charlotte Maley

Tom McCabe
David McNamee
Jeffrey Slyman
Bob Swanson
John Walker

Ron Westerfeld

Online

1.  Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

2. In the Direct Choice Dollars section on the right,
click “Get started now.”

3. Log in by entering your user ID and password. (If you
haven’t yet registered on Thrivent.com, click “Register
for account access.”)

4. Find the number of Choice Dollars available to direct.

5. Locate the organization to which you want to direct
Choice Dollars:
a. To direct to a previous organization:

• Click “Direct Now” next to the organization’s
name, or

• Click on the “View activity history” link,
scroll down and click on the name of the
desired organization.

b. To direct to a new organization, enter keyword(s)
like organization name, ZIP code, cause, etc.
Click “Search.”

6. Choose “Direct All” or enter a specific number and click
“Direct Now.” Follow the prompts on the confirmation
page to direct Choice Dollars.

HOW TO DIRECT
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS® 

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota

Thrivent.com • 800-847-4836 • 

The Thrivent Choice® charitable grant program engages Thrivent 
members and Thrivent Member Networks in providing grants  
that support charitable activities, furthering Thrivent’s mission 
and its purposes under state law. All grant decisions, including 
grant recipients and amounts, are made at the sole discretion 
of Thrivent. Directing Choice Dollars® is subject to the program’s 
Terms and Conditions available at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

By phone

1. Call 800-847-4836 and when prompted,
say “Thrivent Choice.”

2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear
Thrivent Choice® program Terms and Conditions.
(If prompted, say or enter your phone number
and date of birth.)

3.  A representative will work with you to direct
Choice Dollars.

You have the power to recommend where 
Thrivent Financial gives back!

Search “Wernle”

The kids at Wernle receive 
$5.00 per week allowance. 
What they don’t spend 
during outing goes into their 
own private account. This 
is a big drain on Wernle’s 
budget, totaling more than 
$14,000 annually. 

Please consider sponsoring 
a child’s allowance.
1 Month $20.00
6 Months $120.00
One Year $240.00
Please determine how many 
months you would like to 
sponsor and note this with 
your donation.  
For questions or more  
information please contact: 

Chris Parker 765-993-4598
cparker@wernle.org

ALLOWANCE  
FUND

DIRECT YOUR THRIVENT CHOICE  
DOLLARS TO WERNLE!
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